Unraveling the mystery of acute pancreatitis.
On June 3, 57-year-old Paul Jackson has coronary artery bypass surgery. Two weeks later he is readmitted for treatment of acute pancreatitis, probably triggered by the trauma of surgery. Mild pancreatitis usually is self-limiting, but the more severe form has a mortality rate of nearly 50%. Complications can range from electrolyte imbalances to multisystem organ failure. This article discusses the care of the patient with pancreatitis and the prevention of further complications.